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tutions of higher learning.2lf* This growth was due to the increasing proportion of 18-year-olds in the population and the steadily increasing fraction of the college-age population that was enrolling in college.23  Along with their general growth, the universities grew sharply in their capacity for research and for graduate training in the sciences and engineering. The universities that were the major receivers of federal funds in particular expanded their facilities, faculty, and enrollments. Other universities attempted to emulate the leaders, establishing Ph.D. programs and competing for research funds.
The End of Rapid Growth
By the mid-1960s, annual federal expenditures for all research and development exceeded $13 billion, and the portion for basic research approached $2 billion.1  The size of the R&D bill began to attract the attention of the public. A slowdown in funding began after 15 years of rapid growth. Between 1964 and 1968, federal spending on academic research (including FFRDCs), in constant dollars, increased at an annual rate of 7 percent, compared with a real growth rate of 15 percent between 1954 and 1964.5  Federal obligations for academic research and development (including FFRDCs) peaked in 1968, in constant dollars, fluctuated for the next six years, and moved above the 1968 peak in 1975.  Estimated obligations for 1983 were about 13 percent above the 1968 peak, giving an average annual growth of less than 1 percent for the 15-year period, when inflation is taken into account. Obligations peaked most recently in 1979 and declined a total of about 9 percent through 1983.2S
Effects of Growth on University Structure
Our pluralistic system of supporting science developed the flexibility and stability necessary for striking
*Institutions are those in the United states included in the annual directories of higher education issued by the U.S. Office of Education and the National Center for Education Statistics.ds partly because at the same time enrollment and instructional needs were growing briskly.22 Between 1950 and 1965, enrollments grew at an average annual rate of more than 9 percent: nearly 400,000 students were added each year.23  The decade of the 1960s saw a net increase of 500 new insti-ational science policy.
